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EING DEFENSELESS 


BREE i eee ox = | 
THE PRICE OF B | 
yr Spa Ae ane ae eee | 
"The settlement of international disputes by force 
isa relic of barbarism. It ought to fall in.o as com- 
pletéidisuse among civilized nations as the duelling 
cade. War has become so deadly, 29 mechanized, so | 
destructive to cconcmic life ne. only in natiors im | 
mediately affected, but throughout the world, that it 
has-ceased to appeal even to the spirit, of adventure. 
Moreover we have Icarncd by experence: .hat im 
any great war ail combatants lose. What may appar 
ently’ be gained is more than over balanced by the | 
losses sustained in atta:ning the objective of victory. | 

But some may lose more than others. 

It is therefore surprising that so many people af- 
fecting an interest mm peace are willing to subject the 
United States to the danger of farther involvement 
not only im war but in increased loss of life and tiecas- | 
ure from war, by preaching che doctrine of American . 
unpreparedness for war. It as stontficant that most of | 
our. preachers of American unpreparedress are not | 
well known for any particular sympathy with the | 
institutions of this country, and many of them have j 
very decided preferences for the ins.itutions and in- | 
terests of other countries. But there are agitators of | 


unpreparedness who have no special chinaty lo the 
government of the United States. Yer they are will 
ingithat the youth of this country would be unpre 
pared by putting thts nation in a state of defenscless 
ness, that would invite attack, and make ccrtam our 
Involvement in war. Of course national defense can- 
net be improvised in an emergency, tt musi be looked 
after ma time of peace in order to have any effective 


ness whatcver. 

~The American people have no reason and no 
desire to become involved in war. They enjoy an cco- 
nomic independence which has been atiamed by no 
other people in the world. AU that choy ask is to be 
let alone; yet the world’s richest nation has no guar- 
antee of being Ict alone; indeed a state of unprepared: 
ness would make it certain that we would no. escape 
the aggressions of nations better prepared for war and 
possessing less wealth and cconomic power. 

‘The United States is the greatest influence for 
international peace in the world, Lecause for one 
thing, the American people have less reason for re- 
sortmg to war than any other people. Needing noth: 
ing that belongs to the neighbors they have no dispo- 
sition to atlempi to wreak their will by force. It 
~~ must be said in extenuation of the war spirit m1 some 
other nations, that econom:c necessity compels them 

to reach beyond their borders for the jerntory and: re- 

sources essential to their existence. Thev should | 
not be judged tco harshly, since necessity 1s the math- 

er of desperation as well as of invention. But what is 

proposed by the advocates of American disarmament, 

especially naval disarmament, is that the United | 
States shall cease to be a powcr for peace in the | 
world. Acsop’s fable of the fox minus a tail is re- 
called. His arguments in favor of bobbing tails fell 
on deaf cars, being attributed :o the fact that misery 
loves company. If America were made unequal on fhe 
scas‘to other powers it would at oncé be believed by: 
other nations that our arguments fer peace came from 
fear oy weakness. Yet it is seriausly proposed that we 
should be put in that uninfluential position, and it 4s 
even argued that this is a proposal in the interests of 

peace - . | 

. The tru.h is that suck abandonment would invile 
further aggression until the situation, would become 
intolerable, and there would be a popular demand for 
wartikat would be irresistible. No schoolboy can ad- 
vettisc his unwillingness to stand up for his nighis 
without inviing, and usually securing an ivasion of 
thosé tights. The citizen, however pious of intention, 
whe goes about with a self-afixed “Kick. Me” sign 
on his coa‘-tail 's very likely 10 be accomodated. | 
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- ain out 6) = = 

: It is said that the new paper money 1s to be part 

cotton. We hope this will enable the folks to cot- 
ton to it better. 
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THE OUTLINE OF POLAR EXP by RALPH WOLTE 
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AGAIN ON THEIR PERILOUS WAY. 


NOVA ZEMBLA HAD NEVER SEEM | 
& FINER DAY THAN THE SECOND 
OF JULY AND THE FEW DAYS 

FOLLOWING PRODUCED A CLEAR 
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FIX YOUR ARM 
UP CAPTAIN-YOULt 


~ YOURE CERTAINLY A 
PLUCKY KID To HOP 
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f THE CHECK GIRL OVER AT THE 4 CHEER YOUR 
[ CAFE GETS MY GOAT ~~ EVERY =O 
\ DAY WHEN I GOIN THERE SHE 
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Yhe Ladies’ Aid society of the : j Duteh whist was énjoyed. : [me Inst night in Mhiesieians hall [those why weg ee ey : 
chureh served a most heyy ' a] ae + 2 warn 1 * ve TReetie Woes pre med overpeven is being held iy eonnec-! 
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Young in a message to the leg-| by and stole food and a rifle andy Chihuahua, no ; ae ie mee ee peated Sather 
ij 8 : a ites ' the Mexican revolution, indicated | $1.95 price. New style tendencies. Easily 
islature. DIStOl., ROnGe bey att i laundered. Absolutely ‘“Colorfast.” 

i i i ; : ig xy attemp ‘ed that the rebels fikely wil} have GOL C Us ANUS ; Bote 

The present — situation is such Sunday night they attemp red to seralit : 
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